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Solar energy is a radiating theme for the month of June meaning 
and symbolism. And, if you enjoyed this article, be sure to check 
out the other pages in this magazine. Thanks for reading, and have 
a happy June! 
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“He who is not courageous 


A rare watercolour splash enough to take risks will 
hand drawn artwork accomplish nothing in life.”- 
collection which portrays Aruna Asaf Ali 
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Editorial: 
June Meaning and 











ymbolism 
& Indira Srivatsa 


Exploring June meaning and symbolism: Every 
month has a special flavor - a feeling that is 
unique to its own transitional span of time. June 


is no different. © © 
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June (in the northern hemisphere of the world) is a 
sunny month and by association, June symbols are 
equally bright and radiant. | did some research as 
to why June is ubiquitously known as the month 
for weddings and brides. © 


I didn't like what |! found. According to my findings, 
June is just a runner-up month for nuptials. It 
seems May is considered an “unlucky” month in 
which to be married, so weddings were historically 
pushed in. I’d much rather think that wedding bells 
chime in June because of the month's sunny 
disposition. It’s a cheerful month, and Nature is in 
fFull-swing. ©) © 


Solar energy is a radiating theme for the month of 
June meaning and symbolism. And, if you enjoyed 
this article, be sure to check out the other pages 
in this magazine. ©) Thanks for reading, and have 
a happy June! © 

“What is so rare as a day in June? It is then or 
never when our most perfect days come.” 


~James Lowell \ dine oor 
Editor - A TO Z INDIA, 


editor.indira@gmail.com, 
+91-7550160116 
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WHEN DREAMS TAKE FLIGHT 


‘A-TO 21ND 








If a country is to be corruption free 
and become a nation of beautiful 
minds, I strongly feel there are three 
key societal members who can make 
a difference. They are the father, 
the mother and the teacher. 












-4.P.J. Abdwh Kalo 





Incredible India: 
Images of 
India 
through 
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The Param Vir Chakra is the most 
important military award in India. 
Since its institution on 26 January, 
1950, it has been awarded to 21 
bravehearts of the Indian Armed 
Forces. 


To be considered worthy of this 
honour, a warrior needs to display the 
utmost courage in the field of battle. 
Whether on land, at sea, or in the air, 
he must display the willingness to 
sacrifice all when faced by the enemy. 








THE 
ULTIMATE HONOUR 
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Weapons and Vehicles 


Gnat: The Folland Gnat was the last plane made by British aircraft designer 

WEW Petter. This subsonic light fighter aircraft, which was also used as qa jet trainer, was 
characterised by its small size, angled wings and simple design. It carmied a crew of 
one pilot, two 30mm ADEN cannons, two bombs and 18 three-inch rockets. If had a 
range of 800km and a maximum speed of 1120kmph at 20,000ff. 


The Gnat was inducted 
Ay : ® into the Indian Air Force 

a con wae (2 in 1958, and was widely 
Ye 5 used. Later, the IAF began 
to manufacture it under 
license. Eventually, the 
design was improved and 
the modifications resulted in 
HAL Ajeet. 





Bren Guns/Light Machine Guns: Automatic handheld guns that are 
designed to be fired by a single soldier without assistance. They typically use 
smaller caliber cartridges, but have heavier barrels than rifles. 


Medium Machine Guns: An automatic firearm that uses cartridges fed by 
an ammunition belt. They are designed to be fired from a stationary position. It is 
portable, but typically needs more than one person to carry. 


Rifles with bayone's: Firearms that shoot bullets with great precision because 
of the grooves cut in the inner surface of the barrel. Bayonets are dagger-like 
weapons that can be attached to the muzzle of a rifle to be used in hana-to- 
hand combat. 


Recoilless Guns: Lightweight tube artillery that, at the moment of ignition, 
expels a large amount of the propellant gases that creates a forward push to 
counter the gun's backward momentum when fired. This way, the gun can 
launch a powerful projectile, without getting the heavy recoil of a cannon. 

by a rocket. Inere are smaller ones 


amt nee 
that can be carried on the shoulder, 


‘i. while larger ones can be mounted 
on jeeps. 


Rocket Launcher. Artillery device 
used to launch a projectile propelled 











=" 
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—_— 
Khukri: A specialised 
knife with a curved 
broad blade. The khukri 
is the characteristic 
weapon of the Gorkha 
regiments. 
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Spitfires: British single-seater fighter aircraft that the Indian Air Force began using 
in October 1944. These are short-range and high performance aircraft that were 
designed, and commonly used to prevent bombers and enemy recon aircraft from 
completing their missions. 


Anti-tank jeeps: Jeeps that come equipped with weapon systems designed to hit 
and destroy heavily armoured vehicles, especially tanks. 


Armoured cars: Combat vehicles that are protected by strong armour and 
bulletproof glass, enabling them to withstand shrapnel, bullets or shells from enemy 
fire. These vehicles are heavily equipped with weapons, making them both offensive 
and defensive mobile units used to carry troops into battle. 


Surface to Air missiles: Missiles launched from the ground, designed to take down 
aircraft 


Mine detectors: A handheld device used for locating buried or concealed anti- 
tank mines. They typically work by identifying the presence of metal in the ground. 


Centurion tanks: Developed and manufactured in Great Britain, Centurion 
tanks began being used in 1945. They were heavily armed main battle tanks that 
weighed 51,820kg. One tank could carry a crew of four, and moved at a speed of 
34kmph. 

Centurion tanks were used in India during the 1965 war with Pakistan. All the tanks 
were assigned names, by which they were referred to during the war. Second 
Lieutenant Arun Khetarpal’s tank was a Centurion tank named Famagusta. 





Second Lieutenant Arun Khetarpal’s tank, Famagusta, restored and kept in display by the Indian Army 
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In Times of Pole 


le) do the Armed Forces do in peace time? Is there a role for them when there Is no 
war 


The primary role of the Armed Forces is to defend the nation against external 
aggression. Success in war comes to those who are well equipped and trained. The 
Armed Forces, therefore, constantly train themselves so that they are better prepared 
than the adversary for any eventuality. 


India has very long borders which mostly do not follow geographic features. Most of 
our borders are active and conflict prone due to difference in perception with our 
neighbours. In order to guard these active borders, especially in mountainous and 
inhospitable terrain, the ny remains deployed to thwart recurring encroachment 
attempts and to battle relentless ceasefire violations. The Air Force and the Navy 
stoped in a state of readiness to respond to any impending air or sea threats to our 
country. 


Armed Forces units and formations, stationed in peace locations, follow a rigorous - 
training routine which include physical and weapon training, arms/equipment repair 
and maintenance tasks, in order fo remain operationally ready. Regular two-sided 
exercises and war games in which various defensive and offensive scenarios are 
enacted, are undertaken to validate and update operational plans and battle 
procedures. Logistic planning and preparation for operations and contingencies are 
also undertaken. 


The Armed Forces are called upon fo assist in times of 
internal disorders and calamities both natural and man- 
made such as floods, earthquakes etc. On 26 December, 
2004, when a devastating tsunami swept across the 
Indian Ocean submerging islands, destroying coastlines 
and taking thousands of lives, the Air Force and the 

Navy swung into action carrying out rescue missions and 
To Oot medical and food supplies to the Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands, Sri Lanka and the Maldives. More 
recently the floods in Jammu & Kashmir saw men from the 
Armed Forces deployed in rescuing hundreds of people 
from the fury of the rising water. 











The Armed Forces are also called upon to restore peace 
and order during internal strife and unrest. The Indian | 
Navy by patrolling the waters, guards the international — 
shipping corridors in the Indian Ocean against the threat 
of piracy and terrorism. 


Apart from securing the nation against external and 
internal threats, the Indian Army has been involved 
in nation building initiatives too through multifaceted 
activities such as laying bridges, providing medical 
facilities, running educational and vocational 
training, etc., for common people especially in 
inaccessible areas of J&K and the 

north-eastern states. 


When mandated, the Armed Forces also 
participate in conflict prevention in | 
neighbouring counires as during Operation 
Pawan in Sri Lanka d 1987) and Operation Cactus 
in the Maldives (1988). 


The Armed Forces also participate in peace-keeping 
missions of the United Nations under the UN Flag. 
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Major Dhan Singh Subedaor Joginder Singh Majer Shaltan Singh Compony Quarter Litulenont-Colonel Lance Naik Albert Ekko 
Thapa a7 1-hes Fy4- lag Mosier Hovildar Ardeshir Burzoqji wacy-b a? 
128-2008 incr Wier (1 762 Siricirsey Wige (hag Abdul Hamid Tarapore Bangiadesh Linsratien War 
re rcion Woe | Taz Fa as eek. aes is I 
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Aying Officer Nirrmaljil Second Lievlenant Major Hoshiar Singh Naib Subedar Major Ramaswamy Captain Manoj Kumar 
Singh fekhon Arun Kieetorpal | Bana Singh Porameiworan Fandey 
age PF Pe PT Rongeodesrh UberaSon Wor Bom leas Pade PEE OF oe PF 
Bonglodiern Liberotion Wor Bonglodesh Liberation Wor pve Gochen Cordis! Operation Powoan (1a? Corgd Wor [Pr 
[tert] (ier 





Grenadier ¥ Rifleman Sanjay Kumar Captain Vikram Batra 
Singh Yous Bonn 19Te Lie has. 
Bewre P80 Kegel Wert [1979] Cong War [1PeF 
Kongd War [1777] 
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Know My Name: 


Aruna Asaf Ali 
&, Chandra 


“He who is not courageous enough to take 
risks will accomplish nothing in life.” 
- Aruna Asaf Ali 


Commonly referred to as the “Grand Old 
Lady”’ of the independence movement, or 
the “Heroine of the 1942 movement,” Aruna 
Asaf Ali is perhaps best known for flying 
the Indian flag at Gowalia Tank Maidan in 
1942, thereby saving the Quit India 
movement from an untimely death. British 
authorities had just arrested the 
movement's leaders, and Ali was determined 
not to stand idly by in their absence. She 
bravely raised the Indian flag in full public 
view, an act of rebellion that sparked a 
chain of protests and civil disobedience 
around the country. 


Before that, she taught in Calcutta, 
married India National Congressman Asaf 
Ali, and engaged in the fight for Indian 
freedom. She took part in the Salt 
Satyagraha demonstrations of 1930, during 
which she got arrested for the first time. 
Whe A prison aftersthe: 
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Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 1931 (which protected 
political prisoners), there was such a public 
uproar that the authorities had to release 
her. 


Ali was arrested again in 1932, but continued 
her resistance in jail. She went on a hunger 
strike to object to the conditions political 
prisoners faced at Tihar Jail. Her protest 
led to changes at the jail, but she was 
punished with solitary confinement in 
Ambala. 


In 1942, after Ali's famous political 

statement of raising the flag, the police 

issued a warrant and reward for her arrest. 

tinto hiding for 
—~ 


To avoid capturs 
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& Chandra 


four years. She remained active 
underground, however, working on the 
Congress Party’s monthly magazine with 
Ram Manohar Lobia. 


After India gained independence in 1947, Ali 
dedicated herself to social reform, including 












became the first Mayor of Delhi in 1958; and 
won the International Lenin Ds. Prize in) 
1964 and the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for) 

International Understanding in 1991. In 1992,) 
Ali earned the Padma Vibhushan, India’s 
second highest civilian honor, [then the 
highest, the Bharat Ratna, in 1997." Wy 5 


\ 

















&, Chandra B 


Another poet who is hailed as a 
Rashtrakavi and has given India 
some of the most inspiring poems is 
Ramdhari Singh Dinkar. He 
participated in the freedom 
struggle as a leader, poet and a 
member of the parliament. 


Ramdhari was born in Simaria in 
the Bengal Presidency during 
British India in 1908. As a young 
student, he was interested in 
history, politics and philosophy and 
had studied a multitude of 
languages. He was = greatly 
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influenced by Rabindranath Tagore 
and translated works of Tagore 
from Bengali to Hindi. His poetry 
shows the impact of his poverty as 
unlike most of his peers he had to 
struggle due to his family economic 
circumstances. 


One of his most famous works is, 
Sanskrit ke Chaar Adhyay for 
which he was awarded the Sahitya 
Akademi award. He wrote this in 
the context of values emerging 
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from the freedom movement such 
as anti-colonialism, secularism, and 
integrated culture. A rebel at 
heart, he fiercely supported the 
youth, burning with the flame of 


vengeance against the British. His 
beliefs were strong and influential, 
giving voice to the freedom 
struggie’s more revolutionary 
movements. it is believed that his 
poetry created a sense of 
awakening in the youth, drawing 
allegories with heroes of the 
Mahabharatha and Ramayana, 
such as Karna. His work 
Rashmirathi is considered one of 
the best versions of the 
Mahabharata. He was awarded the 
Padma Bhushan for his inspiring 
patriotic Compositions. 
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Born on 20 July, 1919 in Buckland, New Zealand, l 
Edmund Hillary was quite a Tall, weedy, awkward }] 






This month ‘ATOZ INDIA’ time-travelling mouse, Max, finds 
out about the first successful ascent of Mount Everest... 









Howdy, readers! — 
| Ths month we're 
celeorating the First 





people To climb The 
world’s highest 
mountain - 


Mount Everest! | 
















_f Edmund Hillary and 
this quide, Tenzing Norgay, 

reached The summit 

on 29 Maoay1953. , 

















Here They are! Come on, 
hucrry up, | want te 
eat my sandwiches! 







Hillary may not have felt on top of the | 
world, ut all thi was about to change. 


Straddling Nepal and Tiket in the mountain 
range of the Himalayas stands the world’s 
highest mountain, Evere&tT, 

at 8,849m high! 

| Well, tt was last 

i tine I looked - it 


When he was 16 he went on a school trip LJ He began cling with other mountaineer 
and dicovered The Thrill of chiemloung « iP remote in Mew Zealand, sealing all its magnificent 
places, His life was never the same again! peaks, many made famous in the Lord OF 


Um... Maybe 
we'll gwe Mordor 


FP a go if you Think 
you re hard a 





| Evreck. abit was $0 o di €Ficult te climb, | 





Hillary wai extremely keen to tackle Everest] [AP ter a Swiss They eceliel the | || The clink ups Everest was treacherous, with 





He was inspired by George Mallory and 
Sandy Irvine who attempted 
To reach The sumanit in 1924] | 
lout vanished near the top, [7 ) 


never fo ae SEE again... 










team, aided by] 
local Sherpa 
quides, Failed 


To get To The 


summit in 1952, 


help of Sherpa 
Tenzing, who had 


also helped the Swiss | | 


team. During one 


i) Hillaey who'd 


little oxygen to breathe at such high 
altitudes, plus terrible snow storms and | 


hurricane-force winds! 


Hillary and his team 
set out to scale | 


it the next year. 


rim down a 








Their amazing feat it to instant fame For the two 
men and opened up Everest to many more climbers, 
Thousands h have since reached the ar Some have even, 


| After climlaing very steep and difficult 
Jeracks in the rock face, they finally | 
reached the summit on 29 May 1953. 
They teok a few photos te prove they | 
had made it! 


They even had to watch out for the | 
legendary Yeti, a mysterious “man ape’ 

who was tad to roam The Himalayas. They 
didn tT see The mythical creature, but some 
very —— large F ootprints were — 
Ur the SOW... 
| A quick 
Selfie with 
my lara’ y 


The Footacint 
| 






is a5 big as mel , 


Bronels: daar Aboot hheld 


They stayed 
for 15 minutes 
before heading 


| The two ai stayed est of Friends Far the 
| cest of Their lives and Hillary spent much of 
his tiene working with the Sherpa community. | 
: | 
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KING ARJUNA, THE RULER OF THE HAIHAYAS, HAD PROFPITIATE? 
LORD DATTATREYA AND HAD SECURED FROM H/IM BOONS WHICH MADE 
HIM INVINCIBLE. BUT ARJUNA MISUSED HIS FOWERS ANP BECAME 

A MERCILESS TYRANT .- 


KSHATRIYAS, LORD VISHNU CAME 





IT WAS TRUE. THOLIGH RAMA WAS THE | [ONE DAY, WHILE PARASHURAMA* 
5ON OF A BRAHMAN; HE HAD AN INORDI4|AND HIS BROTHERS WERE AWAY, 
NATE LOVE FOR WEAPONS AND H/5 ARJUNA ENTERED JAMADAGNI’S 


FAVOURITE WAS THE AXE. Tn] | HERMITAGE - 
| TAY WELCOME, 


O MIGHTY KING. 
»| REST HERE WITH 
1 YOUR MEN AND 
1“) TASTE THE 
YIELD OF 
KAMADHENU. 


BUT WHEN ARJUNA AND HE TURNED TO HIS MEN. H] : 


HIS MEN WERE FED — aS 
> 
1: AAD ENY CAN OW | Bashy pak Cees 


K FEED SO MANY IN hil | Reape 
{ SUCH A SHORT | 





RETURNED TO THE HERMITAGE — zoe | a COMMIT SUCH A 
SV7_ : fe « é | ed SACRILEGE ! 

GI BA | SHALL DEAL 
ii” WITH HIM. 


Nig - 
O RAMA,THE KING 
HAS TAKEN AWAY , 


MY BELOVED KAMA~ WR o© (ac 
IDHENU AND HER CALF. 


BRANDISHING H/5 AXE, AN ENRAGED FARASHURAMA STORMED INTO Le 
|MAHISHMATI , ARJUNA S CAPITAL. ARJUNA WAS ALARMED. | 


J 'T’S PARASHURAMA! 
SEND OUT SEVENTEEN 
OF OUR MOST 
POWERFUL AKSHAUHINIS* 
TO MEET HIM. 





OF UNA WERE BENT ON AVENGING 


AR 
- ONE DAY, WHILE PARASHURAMA WAS AWAY 
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WHEN PARASHURAMA REACHED 
'THE HERMITAGE, HE WAS 
AGHAST. [7 


-— j 
| MOTHER ! WHO 
WERE THE FOUL 


MURDER ERS &@ 
| TELL ME,MOTHER! 


RAMA! OH 
RAMA I RAMA! 


BUT RENUKA’S AGONY WAS SO DEEP 
THAT SHE COULD ONLY BEAT HER 
BREAST AND CRY. FULL OF GRIEF 
AND ANGER, PARASHURAMA MADE 


A VOW. 


TWENTY-ONE TIMES HAVE 
YOU BEATEN YOUR BREAST, 
MOTHER.|] SHALL WIPE OUT 
THE VILE RACE OF THE 
KSHATRIYAS AS MANY TIMES. 
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Vahanas or the vehicles of the goddesses are of great 


importance in our puranas. Besides carrying the goddesses across different 
worlds, the vahanas also add to their significance and power. 


< Durga, the goddess who destroys 
evil, rides a lion. The lion was given 
to her by Himavan, the king of 
the Himalayas, and represents her 
majesty and flerceness. bt 





























Saraswati. the goddess of 
learning, rides a swan. The swan 
signifies detachment. Like the swan 

that keeps itself dry even when 
in water, knowledge detaches a 

person from the material world 
even while living in _ 
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Rati, the 
goddess of love 
and desire, has 
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The goddess of si BR 
wealth, Lakshmi. : : 5 
is depicted Shitala, the o 
riding either an feared goddess of § @ 
elephant or an smallpox, rideson § & 
owl. The elephant a donkey. 3 
represents royalty : (a) 
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and splendour, le all 4 
while the owl 5 
signifies misfortune eh Q. 
that Lakshmi aes 
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= Shashii, the protector of | a Aa | P 
—4 children, has a black cal Yamuna’'s vahana is a tortoise. It signifies 
for her vahana. | ~ calmness and is associated with Kurma, the avatar 


Vishnu took during the churning of the ocean. 
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mosque Fatehpur Sikri India. 
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